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The Meko A200 frigates 
will enhance the Egyp-
tian Navy’s capabilities 

and presence in the Mediterra-
nean and the Red Sea, as well 
as support its role in securing 
the Suez Canal and protecting 
its maritime interests.
ThyssenKrupp Marine Sys-
tems handed over the third in a 
series of four MEKO A-200 EN 
frigates to the Egyptian Navy 
at a ceremony held in Bremer-
haven on 15 December.

Production work on the frigate 
named AL-QADEER began 
with the first steel cutting in 
autumn 2020, followed by keel 
laying in March 2021, launch-
ing in April 2022, and naming in 
October 2022.

The ceremony was attended by 
high-ranking representatives 

from the Egyptian and German 
Navy. Oliver Burkhard, CEO 
of thyssenkrupp Marine Sys-
tems, emphasized the time-
ly delivery of “AL-QADEER,” 
completed six months after the 
handover of the second frigate, 
“AL-QAHHAR.” He also noted 
the official conclusion of ship 
construction in Germany, with 
the fourth frigate Al-Jabbar set 
to be completed at Alexandria 
Shipyard in collaboration with 
thyssenkrupp Marine Systems.

Oliver Burkhard, CEO of Thys-
senKrupp Marine Systems 
highlighted: “Just six months 
after the handover of the sec-
ond frigate, ‘AL-QAHHAR’, an-
other state-of-the-art ship was 
successfully delivered to the 
Egyptian Navy today. The han-
dover marks the official com-
pletion of construction of the 

ships in Germany, all in record 
time. The fourth frigate will be 
completed at Alexandria Ship-
yard in close cooperation with 
ThyssenKrupp Marine Sys-
tems.”

Construction milestones for 
“AL-QADEER” included steel 
cutting in autumn 2020, keel 
laying in March 2021, launch-
ing in April 2022, and naming 
in October 2022. The frigate is 
scheduled to sail to Alexandria, 
Egypt, in the coming days.

Vice Admiral Ashraf Ibrahim 
Atwa, Commander in Chief of 
the Egyptian Navy, highlighted 
the expeditious receipt of the 
three MEKO A-200 frigates, 
“AL-AZIZ,” “AL-QAHHAR,” and 
“AL-QADEER,” within a span 
of 14 months.

Egypt receives third Meko A-200 frigate 
AL-QADEER

At the Egyptian Defense Ex-
hibition EDEX 2023 in Cairo, 
the launch of the fourth frigate, 
“AL-JABBAR,” was announced. 
The vessel is currently un-
der construction at Alexandria 
Shipyard and is expected to be 
delivered in October 2025.

The collaboration between the 
Arab Republic of Egypt and 
thyssenkrupp Marine Systems 
began in 2018 when Egypt 
commissioned the construction 
of four identical ships. Germany 
approved the sales in April one 
year later. The first three units 
were produced in Germany and 
the fourth vessel was built by 
Alexandria Shipyard in Egypt, 
with the involvement of more 
than 1,000 Egyptian engineers 
and technicians.

Vice Admiral Ashraf Ibrahim 
Atwa, Commander in Chief of 
the Egyptian Navy said: “With-
in only 14 months, the Egyp-
tian Navy received the three 
MEKO A-200 Frigates AL-AZIZ, 
AL-QAHHAR and AL-QAD-

EER. These repeated visits for 
the handovers are the actual 
proof of the extent of coopera-
tion and friendship between the 
Arab Republic of Egypt and the 
Federal Republic of Germany. 
As much the Egyptian Navy 
is proud to acquire the MEKO 
A-200 frigates, ThyssenKrupp 
Marine Systems must also be 
proud for building them.”

The Meko A200 is a multi-mis-
sion frigate with stealth features 
and advanced combat sys-
tems. It is 121 metres long and 
displaces 3 700 tons, with a top 
speed of 29 knots. It is armed 
with eight MM40 Block 3 Exocet 
and 32 VL MICA NG missiles, a 
Vulcano 127 mm main gun, four 
20 mm cannon, and MU90 light-
weight and DM-2A4 (SeaHake 
Mod 4) heavyweight torpedoes. 
It is also equipped with Thales 
Scorpion 2 electronic warfare 
system, NS-110 4D active 
electronically scanned array 
(AESA) radar, ALTSSE-H Com-
munication Electronic Support 
Measures/Communications In-

telligence system, and Mirador 
Mk 2 electro-optical system.

The first-of-class ship Al-Aziz 
(908) was handed over to the 
Egyptian Navy in October 2022 
and is already in service, while 
the second ship Al-Qahhar 
(909), meaning “The Subduer”, 
was handed over in May 2023. 
The third ship Al Qadeer (909), 
meaning “The Powerful”, was 
launched in April 2022 and is 
expected to be delivered soon. 
The fourth and final ship Al-Jab-
bar is scheduled to undergo 
sea trials and join the fleet by 
the end of 2024.

The Meko A200 frigates will 
enhance the Egyptian Navy’s 
capabilities and presence in 
the Mediterranean and the Red 
Sea, as well as support its role 
in securing the Suez Canal and 
protecting its maritime inter-
ests. The frigates will also con-
tribute to the regional stability 
and security, as Egypt is a key 
partner of several countries in 
the Middle East and Africa.

Darek Liam
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Burkina Faso, a West 
African country fac-
ing security chal-
lenges from terrorist 

groups, has acquired a new 
batch of mine-resistant am-
bush-protected (MRAP) vehi-
cles from Egypt. The vehicles 
are the Buffalo E10, an im-
proved version of the Temsah-2, 
which is Egypt’s flagship locally 
produced armored vehicle.

The Buffalo E10 is a 6×6 MRAP 
that can carry up to 12 person-
nel, including a driver, a com-
mander, and a gunner. It has 
a V-shaped hull that provides 
protection from landmines and 
improvised explosive devices 
(IEDs), as well as ballistic ar-
mor that can withstand 7.62 
mm armor-piercing rounds and 
shell splinters. It is powered by 
a 240 hp engine and has a max-
imum speed of 100 km/h. It also 
features a 360-degree turret, a 
central tire inflation system, and 
a fire suppression system.

Buffalo E10 (Temsah-2) MRAP
Burkina Faso is the first foreign 
operator of the Buffalo E10, 
which is being promoted by the 
Egypt-based Eagles Interna-
tional For Defense Systems. 
The exact number and value of 
the vehicles acquired by Burki-
na Faso are not disclosed, but 
they are expected to significant-
ly enhance the country’s ability 
to respond to security challeng-
es and protect its citizens.

Burkina Faso is not the only Af-
rican country that has benefited 
from Egypt’s defense industry, 
which has grown rapidly in the 
past decade with the support 
of the government and the mil-
itary. Egypt has also exported 
its FAHD armored personnel 
carrier (APC) to Burkina Faso 
and France.

Egypt’s defence industry relies 
on domestic supply chains and 
locally manufactured materials, 

Burkina Faso buys Egyptian-made Buffalo 
E10 (Temsah-2) MRAP vehicles

such as armor steel and bullet-
proof glass, to produce its ar-
mored vehicles. This is partly 
due to the political stances of 
some European countries, such 
as Germany, which banned the 
export of armor steel and chas-
sis of FAHD APCs to Egypt in 
2013/14. Egypt has also devel-
oped its own production lines 
for Temsah armored vehicles, 
which are available in a wide 
array of variants, including a 
4×4 troop transport and a 6×6 
personnel carrier.

Egypt’s defence industry pro-
duces a range of products, from 
small arms to armored vehicles 
and naval vessels. It has also 
signed co-production agree-
ments with several countries, 
including the United States and 
France. Egypt aims to expand 
its export market and diversify 
its defence partners, especially 
in Africa and the Middle East.

Burkina Faso, meanwhile, has 
also acquired other types of 
armored vehicles and drones 
from China, UAE, and Turkey, 

to bolster its defense capa-
bilities. The country has been 
grappling with terrorist attacks 
and insurgencies, particularly in 
the northeastern region, where 
groups affiliated with ISIL and 
al-Qaeda operate. Burkina 
Faso has also declared its sol-
idarity with Niger, its neighbor 
and ally, which is facing a simi-
lar threat from terrorist groups, 
and with Mali, have exited from 
ECOWAS, a regional bloc.

Burkina Faso army recently 
received a shipment of Emi-
rati-made Isotrex Phantom 
mine-resistant ambush-protect-
ed (MRAP) vehicles, according 
to images circulating on social 
media. The vehicles are be-
lieved to have been acquired 
from the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), a close ally of Burkina 
Faso.

The Phantom is a 4×4 MRAP 
that is designed to protect its 
occupants from mines, im-
provised explosive devices 
(IEDs), and small arms fire. It 
is equipped with a V-shaped 

hull that deflects the blast from 
mines and IEDs, and it has a 
crew compartment that is ar-
mored to withstand gunfire. The 
Phantom is also equipped with 
a variety of other features, such 
as run-flat tires and a fire sup-
pression system.

Likewise, in January 2023, Tur-
key delivered the first batch of 
four Nurol Makina Edjer 6×6 
armoured fighting vehicle to the 
Burkina Faso Army. The Nurol 
Makina Edjer 6×6 acquisition is 
part of a larger contract that in-
cludes a number of Nurol Ejder 
Yalçın 4×4 armoured vehicle 
which has since been delivered.

The acquisition of Egyp-
tian-made MRAP vehicles by 
Burkina Faso demonstrates 
the country’s commitment to 
strengthening its security forc-
es and enhancing its regional 
cooperation. It also showcases 
Egypt’s role as a major defence 
supplier and partner in Africa 
and beyond.

Darek Liam

LAND
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Burkina Faso has re-
ceived a shipment of 
new military equip-
ment from China, 

including armoured vehicles, 
self-propelled mortars, and var-
ious weapons and ammunition. 
The delivery is part of a strate-
gic equipment plan that aims to 
strengthen the country’s secu-
rity forces in their fight against 
jihadist insurgents.

The new equipment was un-
veiled on 12 January in a cer-
emony attended by President 
Captain Ibrahim Traoré, who 
seized power in a military coup 
on 24 January 2022. Traoré in-
spected six WMA301 fire-sup-
port vehicles, which are armed 
with 105 mm guns and made by 
Chinese company Norinco. He 
also examined eight CS/SM1 
self-propelled mortars, which 
use a Dongfeng light tactical 
vehicle as a platform and have 
a caliber of 81 mm. These are 
the first of their kind to be seen 
in Africa.

In addition, Traoré was shown 
a series of shipping containers 
that contained a 60 mm WW90 
mortar, mortar rounds, and 
rounds for RPG-7-type recoil-
less guns. According to Minis-
ter of Defence Brigadier Gener-
al Kassoum Coulibaly, this was 
the first of five consignments 
that are expected to arrive over 
the coming months under the 
strategic equipment plan.

Traoré announced the plan in 
his televised speech on 31 De-
cember 2023, but did not pro-
vide any details, saying they 
would emerge over the coming 
year. He also said that a Spe-
cial Rapid Intervention Brigade 
was being formed by bring-
ing together the different rapid 
intervention battalions and a 
special forces group to help re-
capture territory from militants 
operating in Burkina Faso.

Burkina Faso is facing a wors-
ening humanitarian and se-
curity crisis as jihadist armed 
groups have extended their 
control to around 40% of the 

national territory. The coun-
try’s junta-led government has 
pursued an aggressive military 
campaign against the insur-
gents. The acquisition of new 
military equipment from Chi-
na, which is a major economic 
partner of Burkina Faso, may 
signal the junta’s intention to 
consolidate its power and resist 
external pressure for a return to 
constitutional order.

Last year, French soldiers who 
have been fighting Islamist 
militants in Burkina Faso were 
ordered to leave the country, 
dealing another blow to Eu-
rope’s presence in a region 
where Russia’s influence is 
growing. France has 400 spe-
cial forces soldiers stationed in 
junta-ruled Burkina Faso to bat-
tle an Islamist insurgency, but 
relations have deteriorated in 
recent months

The failure to stop the jihadist 
violence and Russia’s growing 
foothold in the region propelled 
this decision. of having failed to 
quell the violence.

Burkina Faso boosts its military arsenal 
with Chinese armoured vehicles

China’s Poly Technologies gifts rocket 
artillery, armoured vehicles to Ghana

while in service”. He added.

He stated that the equipment 
has come at the time when 
terrorism and trans-organized 
crime were at all-time high with-
in the sub-region. The equip-
ment he said would increase 
the operational capability of 
GAF and position it in a better 
place to handle any aggressor 
force.

Beijing also recently redeemed 
a pledge it made to Southern 
African Development Commu-
nity Mission in Mozambique 
(SAMIM) with $100 million do-
nation which includes protective 
assault vehicles, military utility 
trucks, mine detectors, genera-
tors, personnel protective gear, 
tents, sleeping bags, beds and 
mattresses, computers, print-
ers, cameras, conference furni-
ture, projectors, sound systems 
and other accessories.

China’s defence com-
pany Poly Technol-
ogies Incorporation 
has donated a rock-

et artillery to the Ghana Armed 
Forces (GAF) Battle Training 
Camp in Bundase.

The Division Director of Poly 
Technologies Incorporated, 
China, Mr Gu Jia and B&G Af-
rican Trading representatives 
have handed over a newly ac-
quired artillery and other equip-
ment to Ghana Armed Forces 
Battle Training Camp, Bundase 
on December 7, 2023.

The newly-acquired system 
comprises 122 Multiple Launch 
Rocket Systems (MLRS), 1 Re-
connaissance Vehicle, 1 Com-
mand Vehicle, 7200 122mm 
rockets, spare parts and acces-
sories.

The artillery system appears 
to be Chinese-made PLH-11 
(SR-4), which has 40 launching 
tubes. It fires 122 mm artillery 
rockets. These are the same 
rockets, that were originally de-
veloped in the Soviet Union in 
the 1960s for the Soviet BM-21 
Grad. Currently these are the 
most widely used artillery rock-
ets in the world. Rockets with 
various warheads are available, 
including HE-FRAG, smoke, in-
cendiary and illumination. Also 
there are cluster warheads 
with anti-tank or anti-personnel 
submunitions. Maximum range 
of fire is up to 50 km with Chi-
nese newly developed extend-

ed-range rockets Full salvo of 
the PHL-11 covers an area of 
0.8-1 hectares. The PHL-11 
(SR-4) is based on a Shaanxi 
SX2190KA 6×6 heavy-duty mil-
itary truck. This truck is in ser-
vice with the Chinese army. It is 
powered by a Weichai WD615-
77A diesel engine, developing 
277 hp. Engine is mated to a 
9-speed manual transmission.

At Least five MRLS system was 
seen in a picture posted by the 
Ghanaian Armed forces.

Deputy Chief of Staff (DCOS) 
in-charge of Administration at 
the General Headquarters, Air 
Vice Marshal (AVM) Michael 
Appiah-Agyekum expressed 
gratitude to the companies 
for their invaluable support in 
strengthening Ghana’s De-
fence system. He emphasised 
that the equipment would help 
in improving and safeguarding 
the nation’s sovereignty.

This recent donation is coming 
barely a few weeks after Zim-
babwe has received a large 
shipment of military hardware 
from China, including new ar-
mored vehicles, guns, and oth-
er equipment.

“The acquisition of some stra-
tegic equipment, platforms and 
the training of personnel in di-
verse fields among others are 
all part of ongoing efforts to 
effectively resource GAF op-
erationally and produce need-
ed welfare package for troops 

Ekene Lionel

Ekene Lionel
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Ivory Coast has received a 
batch of VN22B wheeled 
armored assault vehicles 
from China, according to 

a video posted on the Chinese 
social media platform Weibo. 
The video showed at least six 
of these vehicles arriving in the 
West African country, which is 
the second one after Senegal 
to acquire them.

The VN22B is a 6×6 armored 
vehicle developed by China 
North Industries Group Corpo-
ration Limited (Norinco), one 
of the largest defense contrac-
tors in China. It is armed with a 
105mm gun that can fire various 
types of ammunition, including 
standard NATO rounds. The 
vehicle is designed to provide 
fire support to combat units and 
to engage enemy tanks and ar-
mored vehicles.

The VN22B has a number of 

features that enhance its pro-
tection and mobility, such as 
additional armor, automatic 
transmission, pneumatic sus-
pension, hydraulic tailgate, and 
suspended seats. The vehicle 
can also operate in different 
terrains and climates, making it 
suitable for the diverse geogra-
phy of Africa.

The delivery of the VN22B to 
Cote D’Ivoire is part of China’s 
growing military and economic 
presence in Africa, where it has 
been investing in infrastructure, 
trade, and security cooperation. 
China is also a major supplier 
of arms to the continent, ac-
counting for about 17% of the 
total arms imports to Africa be-
tween 2015 and 2019, accord-
ing to the Stockholm Interna-
tional Peace Research Institute 
(SIPRI).

The acquisition of the VN22B by 

Cote D’Ivoire could also have 
implications for the internal se-
curity and politics of the country, 
which has experienced several 
episodes of violence and insta-
bility in the past two decades, 
most recently in 2020, when a 
disputed presidential election 
sparked protests and clashes 
that left dozens of people dead.

The VN22B could potentially 
enhance the capabilities and 
confidence of the Ivorian armed 
forces, which have been under-
going a reform and moderniza-
tion process since 2017, with 
the support of the United Na-
tions and other partners. 

The Chinese VN22 6×6 wheeled 
armored Infantry Fighting Vehi-
cles (IFVs) has also been ex-
ported to Senegal, as part of a 
larger deal which includes Turk-
ish-made Otokar Cobra II and 
Nurol Ejder Yalçın.

Morocco is set to 
acquire 200 Co-
bra II armoured 
vehicles from Tur-

key, a move that will enhance 
its defence and security capa-
bilities in the region. The deal, 
which was announced by Turk-
ish defence company Otokar in 
December, is valued at $136 
million and includes essential 
spare parts, maintenance sup-
port, and training for vehicle op-
erators.

In April 2022, the Royal Moroc-
can Army (RMA) announced 
that it is seeking a replacement 
for its entire armoured vehicle 
inventory which is deemed too 
old to effectively operate in a 
challenging combat environ-
ment. Morocco is looking at 
options to replace its ageing ar-
moured vehicle fleet, including 
VAB armoured vehicles man-

ufactured by French Arquus. 
Rabat land forces have over 
the years relied heavily on the 
VAB 6×6 armoured vehicles 
which entered service in the 
late 1970s.

The Cobra II is a 4×4 wheeled 
armoured vehicle that can carry 
up to nine personnel and per-
form various missions such as 
reconnaissance, patrol, convoy 
escort, and urban warfare. It 
has a modular design that al-
lows for different configurations 
and weapon systems, such as 
machine guns, grenade launch-
ers, anti-tank missiles, and re-
mote-controlled turrets. It also 
features a high level of protec-
tion against ballistic and mine 
threats, as well as improved 
mobility and manoeuvrability.

According to Otokar, the de-
livery of the vehicles will start 

by the end of 2024 and end in 
2025. Some of the vehicles will 
be deployed as part of Moroc-
co’s contribution to UN peace-
keeping operations, where they 
will provide enhanced security 
and mobility for the Moroccan 
troops.

The deal marks a significant 
milestone in the bilateral de-
fence cooperation between Mo-
rocco and Turkey, which have 
been strengthening their ties in 
recent years. Morocco is one of 
Turkey’s major arms custom-
ers in Africa, having previously 
purchased armoured person-
nel carriers, tactical radios, and 
drones from Turkish suppliers. 
The two countries also signed 
a memorandum of understand-
ing in 2019 to enhance their 
military training and education 
cooperation.

Ivory Coast boosts its military with Chinese 
VN22B wheeled armored assault vehicles

Ekene Lionel

LAND LAND

Morocco buys 200 Cobra II tactical Morocco buys 200 Cobra II tactical 
armoured vehicles from Turkeyarmoured vehicles from Turkey

Darek Liam
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South Korea has do-
nated six retired 
500MD helicopters 
to Kenya for U.N. 

peacekeeping missions, the 
defense ministry announced in 
December 2023.

The helicopters, which were 
used by the South Korean Army 
as light attack helicopters, were 
shipped from the southeast-
ern port of Busan to the United 
States for necessary repairs 
and maintenance before being 
delivered to Kenya, the ministry 
said.

The donation is part of South 
Korea’s pledge to provide 16 
helicopters for peacekeep-
ing missions during the U.N. 
peacekeeping forum hosted by 
Seoul in 2021. The remaining 
10 helicopters will be delivered 
after close cooperation with the 
U.S. and U.N., the ministry add-
ed.

The 500MD helicopters, which 
were built by Korean Air’s aero-
space division under license 
from 1976 to 1984, are being 

retired by the South Korean 
Army as it awaits the delivery 
of its new KAI LAH helicopters, 
which are expected to start 
mass production in 2024.

Some of the retired helicopters 
have been donated to technical 
schools and universities for ed-
ucational purposes, while oth-
ers have been shipped to Ken-
ya, where they will be used for 
U.N. peacekeeping missions 
after consultations with the U.N.

The defense ministry said that 
the donation reflects South Ko-
rea’s commitment to contribute 
to the global peace and secu-
rity, especially in Africa, where 
many U.N. peacekeeping oper-
ations are taking place.

The 500MD helicopters, which 
have a maximum speed of 
248 km/h and a range of 430 
km, are capable of performing 
various missions, such as re-
connaissance, air support, and 
transport. They can also be 
equipped with rockets, machine 
guns, and missiles for combat 
situations.

The defense ministry said that 
the helicopters will enhance 
Kenya’s capabilities and read-
iness for U.N. peacekeeping 
missions, as well as strengthen 
the bilateral ties between South 
Korea and Kenya.
The Kenyan Air Force already 
fields older 40 MD500E, as 
well as 6 MD530F, an upgraded 
variant of the type which it re-
ceived in 2020 from the United 
States.

In 2017, the United States ap-
proved the sale of 12 MD 530Fs 
along with FN Herstal .50 cal 
heavy machine gun pods and 
70 mm rocket pods to Kenya to 
replace its aging MD 500s flown 
by the Kenyan Army’s 50th Air 
Cavalry Battalion.

On July 16, 2020, an MD He-
licopters (Hughes) MD500E 
scout and utility helicopter of 
the Kenyan Army on 13 July 
crashed at Kithyoko, Ma halos 
County. The crash, killed both 
aircraft pilot, with the cause yet 
to be ascertained.

South Korea donates MD500 Defenders 
helicopters to Kenya for U.N. peacekeeping

Senegal is reportedly 
moving forward with 
its acquisition of FA-

50 Fighting Eagle light combat 
aircraft from South Korea. The 
exact number and value of the 
aircraft are not disclosed, but 
some reports suggest that Sen-
egal may have ordered up to 
four FA-50s worth $147 million.

The FA-50 is a supersonic, 
multi-role aircraft developed 
by Korea Aerospace Indus-
tries (KAI) in partnership with 
Lockheed Martin. It is based on 
the T-50 advanced trainer jet, 
which has been in service with 
the Republic of Korea Air Force 
(ROKAF) since 2013. The FA-
50 is equipped with a Tactical 
Data Link, Precision Guided 
Munitions, and Self Protection 
subsystems, and can perform 
various missions such as air-
to-air, air-to-ground, and air-to-
sea combat.

Senegal’s decision to acquire 
the FA-50 comes after its previ-
ous deal with Aero Vodochody 
for four L-39NG light attack air-
craft fell through. General Sarr 
Pape Souleymane, the head 
of the Senegalese air force, 
said he was looking for a new 
supplier for four light combat 
aircraft and chose the FA-50s 
made by KAI.

Senegal currently operates 25 
aircraft, most of which are he-
licopters, with the training mis-
sion performed using six Daher 
Socata TB 30s trainer aircraft. 
The FA-50 will enhance Sen-
egal’s air capabilities and pro-
vide a cost-effective and prov-
en platform for its pilots.

Senegal is not the only African 
country interested in the FA-
50. In September 2022, KAI 
announced that it was about 
to deliver FA-50s to an undis-
closed first customer in Africa, 
which could be either Senegal 
or Egypt. Egypt has signed an 
agreement with South Korea 
for the local production of T-50/
FA-50 aircraft at the AOI Air-
craft Factory in Helwan, which 
previously licence-produced 
Chinese K-8E trainers for the 
Egyptian Air Force. Egypt’s 
requirement for a new trainer 
could potentially be as large as 
100 aircraft.

The FA-50 has also attracted 
attention from other countries 
in Asia, Europe, and the Mid-
dle East, as demand for South 
Korean aircraft is on the rise, 
particularly from countries that 
need to beef up their self-de-
fense capabilities or need to 
refill their depleted weapons 
stockpiles following arms sup-
port to Ukraine.

“As instability grows in a spe-
cific region, countries that feel 
their own security vulnerabilities 
are moving to increase defense 
spending and purchase military 
assets like fighter jets for stron-
ger independent defense capa-
bilities,” Lee Bong-keun, vice 
president and general manager 
in charge of KAI’s international 
business division told Yonhap 
News Agency.

“Clients are looking for mature, 
proven and cost-effective air-
craft. The FA-50 has outstand-
ing merits (in terms of those 
aspects) as the South Korean 
Air Force has made a number 
of flights with the aircraft,” Lee 
said, adding dozens of FA-50s 
have been exported.

The FA-50 can serve as not 
only advanced trainer jet but 
as a light attacker with some 
weapons on it and comes at a 
modest price. That’s why the 
Korean aircraft is preferred in 
developing countries.

The T-50 series, including the 
FA-50, are “multi-role” aircraft 
as they help dramatically re-
duce the time and costs in 
transferring pilots to higher-lev-
el fighter jets, such as F-16 and 
F-35, the Korean aircraft com-
pany said.

The FA-50 is expected to con-
tinue to attract more customers 
in the future, as KAI aims to sell 
1,000 of the T-50 and its vari-
ants globally.

Senegal to acquire 
FA-50 light combat 
aircraft from South 
Korea

Patrick Kenyatte

Ekene Lionel
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China is eyeing Nigeria as a 
potential customer for its Y-20 
E multi-role transport aircraft, 
the largest military aircraft 
currently in production. The 
aircraft, nicknamed “Chubby 
Girl”, was showcased to the Ni-
gerian Defense Minister during 
his visit to Beijing in November 
2023.

The Y-20 E is China’s answer 
to the US C-17 Globemaster 
and the Soviet Ilyushin Il-76, 
both of which are widely used 
by many countries for strate-
gic airlift missions. The Y-20 E 
has a payload capacity of 73 
short tons, which can be used 
to transport troops, vehicles, 
weapons, and humanitarian 
aid. The aircraft can also oper-
ate in diverse conditions, such 
as high altitude, hot weather, 
and rough terrain.

China has been increasing its 
production capacity of the Y-20 
E in anticipation of export or-
ders. The aircraft was first dis-
played at the Dubai Air Show 
in December 2023, where it 
attracted attention from many 
countries. The export version 
of the Y-20 E has some modifi-
cations from the domestic ver-
sion, such as a different engine 
and avionics.

The Y-20 has been operational 
for about a decade, and China 
has focused on developing 
the Y-20 fleet to support lon-
ger-range military operations. 
The Y-20 was developed by 
China’s state-owned aero-
space major, Xian Aircraft 
Corporation, and has an empty 
weight of 110 short tons, mak-
ing it the largest military aircraft 
currently in production.

According to a report by the 
Chinese military magazine 
Ordnance Industry Science 
Technology, China hopes to 
establish deeper strategic 
relationships and cooperation 
with countries that purchase 
the Y-20 E, particularly those 
in Africa. The report also high-
lighted the advanced assembly 
lines of the Y-20 E, which use 
a “pulse line” to move parts 
along, similar to those used for 
the Lockheed Martin F-35 and 
the Boeing 787.

The Y-20 E is part of China’s 
ambition to expand its foothold 
in the global aviation industry, 
as well as to boost its influ-
ence in Africa. China has been 
portraying itself as a partner of 
African countries, offering them 
economic and military assis-
tance without interfering in 

AEROSPACE AEROSPACE

China markets its Y-20 strategic airlift 
aircraft to Nigeria

their internal affairs. China also 
has plans to support local pro-
duction of military equipment 
in Nigeria, which has abundant 
natural and human resources.

Nigeria, as Africa’s most pop-
ulous and largest economy, is 
an important market for China. 
Nigeria has been facing secu-
rity challenges from various in-

surgent groups, such as Boko 
Haram and the Islamic State 
West Africa Province. Nigeria 
also has a large and diverse 
air force, which operates a mix 
of Western and Russian air-
craft. The Y-20 E could provide 
Nigeria with a strategic advan-
tage in terms of mobility and 
logistics, as well as strengthen 
the bilateral ties between the 

two countries.

Nigerian air force current trans-
port fleet includes around three 
operational C-130H Hercules, 
a single Aeritalia G-222 tactical 
transport, 16x Dornier 228/28s, 
and two EADS CASA C-295s. 
on order.

Ethiopia has revealed its 
latest additions to its air 

force: a state-of-the-art Sukhoi 
Su-30 fighter jet and a sophis-
ticated Turkish Akinci combat 
drone. The new weapons were 
officially handed over to the 
Ethiopian air force in a cere-
mony attended by top military 
officials, including the Chief of 
Staff of the Armed Forces, Field 
Marshal Berhanu Jula, and the 
Air Force Commander, Lt. Gen. 
Yilma Merdassa.

The Sukhoi Su-30 fighter jet is 
a multirole combat aircraft that 
can perform air-to-air and air-to-
ground missions. It is equipped 
with advanced avionics, radar, 
and electronic warfare systems. 
It can carry a variety of weap-
ons, such as air-to-air missiles, 
air-to-surface missiles, bombs, 
rockets, and gun pods.

The Akinci combat drone is a 
high-altitude, long-endurance 
unmanned aerial vehicle that 
can perform reconnaissance, 
surveillance, and strike mis-
sions. It is armed with high-pre-
cision laser-guided MAM-L 
munitions from Roketsan and 
possibly with the CATS elec-
tro-optical/infrared targeting 

system from Aselsan. It can 
also launch other types of lo-
cally made munitions, such as 
the SOM cruise missile from 
Roketsan, and can also carry a 
wide range of weapons on an 
external suspension, including 
the MAM-L, MAM-C, Bozok 
precision-guided munitions de-
veloped by Rocketan, CIRIT 
and L-UMTAS guided missiles, 
MK-81, MK-82, MK-83 aerial 
bombs. 

The Akinci combat drone can 
fly to an altitude of more than 
11,000 m, with an endurance 
of 25 hours. It can be equipped 
with a Turkish AESA radar. 

It is not certain how many Akin-
ci drones Ethiopia procured 
under the terms of the contract 
signed with the Baykar firm. 
However, it appears that the 
Akıncı to be acquired by Ethio-
pia is an A configuration. While 
the Bayraktar Akıncı A has 900 
HP total engine power with two 
450 HP engines. 

Field Marshal Berhanu Jula 
stressed the importance of the 
Su-30 fighter jet and the Akin-
ci combat drone in defending 
Ethiopia from potential threats. 

He said, “Having the best Su-
30 and strategic drones in the 
world is crucial to thwarting at-
tacks on our country.” He add-
ed, “The Federal Air Force is 
equipped with the most modern 
first round Su-30 fighter jets 
and strategic drones.” He did 
not specify the number of Su-30 
fighter jets and Akinci combat 
drones that Ethiopia acquired.

Ethiopia has been expanding 
and modernizing its air force in 
recent years, with the purchase 
of other unmanned aerial vehi-
cles, such as the Bayraktar TB2 
from Turkey, the Wing Loong 
from China, and the Qods Mo-
hajer-6 from Iran. Ethiopia has 
used these drones against the 
Tigray People’s Liberation Forc-
es, a rebel group that has been 
fighting the federal government 
since November 2020. Ethio-
pia will likely deploy the newly 
acquired Su-30 fighter jet and 
Akinci combat drone for similar 
purposes and operations.

This acquisition, complement-
ing the Ethiopian Air Force’s 
current fleet of 17 Su-27 mod-
els and preceding generations 
of jet fighters like MiG-23, MiG-
21, and Su-25.

Ethiopia unveils Sukhoi Su-30 fighter jet 
and Akinci combat drone

Ekene Lionel

Patrick Kenyatte
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The military transport 
aircraft has been cho-
sen by operators in 
16 countries across 

all continents Significant oper-
ational achievements through a 
wide range of defence and civil 
protection missions in the most 
challenging environments and 
operating conditions, where 
other aircraft can’t be deployed.

A wide spectrum of aircraft con-
figurations, including fire-fight-
ing, Maritime Patrol (MP),
C3ISR, and special operations.

Leonardo celebrates a major 

operational milestone achieved 
by
the C-27J Spartan global fleet, 
which has now logged 250,000 
flight hours. Chosen by military
operators in 16 countries world-
wide, the C-27J has been de-
ployed since its entry into ser-
vice into the most challenging 
terrains, environmental and op-
erating contexts, from the An-
des to Afghanistan.

Dario Marfè, Senior Vice Pres-
ident of Commercial, CSS&T 
& Proprietary Programmes 
Business of Leonardo’s Aircraft 
Division, said: ‘The Spartan 

embodies the very essence of 
the national security concept, 
proving to be the ideal solution 
for defence force operations 
and making a vital contribution 
to population support and civil 
protection tasks. In a world im-
pacted by many emergencies, 
like the Covid-19 pandemic, the 
Spartan has sustained support 
to communities in need.”

The aircraft’s capabilities, which 
have been extensively demon-
strated in many challenging
operations, with its modular de-
sign have grown over the years 
to meet evolving requirements

C-27J Spartan achieves 250,000 
operational flight hours

LEONARDO PRESS

in the market, both in terms of 
technical characteristics and 
military/civil missions, leading 
to
the latest standard, designated 
the C-27J Spartan Next Gener-
ation.

This configuration features
state-of-the-art avionics and 
winglets for greater efficien-
cy and enhanced operational 
performance. Core avionics in-
clude a glass cockpit with five 
multi-functional colour screens, 
a radar system for tactical trans-
port missions and advanced 
communication systems. 

The system architecture en-
sures interoperability with other 
transport aircraft. The addition 
of winglets further enhances 
the overall aerodynamics per-
formance, by increasing the lift-
drag ratio with benefits, includ-
ing even better hot and high 
runway performance, increased 
payload, range, endurance and 
the overall deriving reduction 
in operating costs. The winglet 
design includes parts produced 

with modern 3D Additive Manu-
facturing technology.

The inherent growth poten-
tial and versatility of the C-27J 
leverages a solid basic design, 
a wide-ranging in-service expe-

rience as well as an established 
strong industrial know-how and 
expertise backing the type’s 
ability to meet evolving market 
needs. 

The C-27J can be provided with 
in-flight refuelling, self-protec-
tion, secure communications 
and ballistic protection systems 
to operate in high-threat envi-
ronments. 

With multiple roll-on/roll-off 
mission kits easily installed 
and transportable roll-on/roll-
off mission systems, the C-27J 
can be quickly reconfigured 
into the configuration required 
for the current mission. A wide 
spectrum of mission config-
uration/versions also include 
fire-fighting, Maritime Patrol 
(MP), Command-Control-Com-
munications, Intelligence, Sur-
veillance and Reconnaissance 
(C3ISR) and special
operations versions.

AEROSPACE AEROSPACE
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On 9 January 2024, Tanzania’s Minis-
ter of Defence and National Service, 
Stergomena Tax, signed a contract 
with Leonardo SpA for the delivery 

of two C-27J Spartan transport aircraft for the 
Jeshi la Anga la Wananchi wa Tanzania (Tanza-
nia Air Force Command).

The aircraft will be equipped with kits for carrying 
out humanitarian missions and Search And Res-
cue (SAR). The transporters will also be used for 
firefighting operations on Mount Kilimanjaro and 
in the East African region.

The Alenia C-27J Spartan is a military transport 
aircraft developed and manufactured by Leonar-
do’s Aircraft Division (formerly Alenia Aermacchi 
until 2016). It is an advanced derivative of the 
former Alenia Aeronautica’s earlier G.222.

The C-27J Spartans will be operated by the 

Transport Squadron at Dar Es-Salaam/Julius 
Nyerere air base. A delivery date for the new air-
craft was not revealed.

The military transport aircraft has been chosen 
by operators in 16 countries across all continents 
Significant operational achievements through a 
wide range of defence and civil protection mis-
sions in the most challenging environments and 
operating conditions, where other aircraft can’t 
be deployed.

In Africa, the C-27J Spartan has been acquired 
by Chad, Kenya, Morocco, and Zambia.

The aircraft’s capabilities, which have been ex-
tensively demonstrated in many challenging
operations, with its modular design have grown 
over the years to meet evolving requirements
in the market, both in terms of technical charac-
teristics and military/civil missions.

Tanzania orders C-27J Spartan from 
Leonardo

AEROSPACE
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The Nigerian navy has 
recently acquired 
two SwiftSea Stalker 
unmanned surface 

vessels (USVs) from Swiftship, 
a US-based shipbuilder. The 
USVs are expected to enhance 
the navy’s maritime security 
and surveillance capabilities.

The two USVs were formally 
handed over to President Bola 
Tinubu by the Minister of State 
for Defence, Mohammed Bello 
Matawalle, at the Presidential 
Villa, Abuja. The minister said 
that the USVs would help in the 
fight against insecurity on the 
waterways and the nation in 
general.

USVs are boats or ships that 
operate on the surface of the 
water without a crew. They can 
be remotely controlled or fully 
autonomous, depending on the 
level of technology and the mis-
sion requirements. USVs can 
perform various tasks such as 
reconnaissance, patrol, mine 

detection, anti-submarine war-
fare, and anti-piracy operations.

The SwiftSea Stalkers are the 
latest innovative USVs by Swift-
ship, which has been designing 
and manufacturing highly spe-
cialized military surface vessels 
for over 80 years. 

The SwiftSea Stalkers have a 

speed of 45+ knots, a range of 
400 nautical miles, and an en-
durance of 40 hours. They also 
have multi-modal situational 
awareness, threat-based object 
recognition, tracking, anti-colli-
sion capabilities, and data con-
nectivity.

The acquisition of the USVs is 
part of Nigeria’s efforts to boost 

USVs are boats or ships that operate on the surface of the water without a crew.

its defence industry and collab-
orate with leading US military 
firms. The minister revealed 
that he had visited NEANY, 
Swift Ships, and OCR Global, 
hi-tech military hardware pro-
ducing companies in the US, 
and discussed the possibility of 
establishing advanced weap-
ons production lines at the De-
fence Industry Corporation of 
Nigeria (DICON).

The minister also said that the 
USVs would be deployed in the 

Niger Delta, Lake Chad Region, 
and other maritime regions of 
the country, where insecurity 
and criminal activities are ram-
pant. He added that the USVs 
would complement the existing 
naval assets and personnel in 
safeguarding the nation’s terri-
torial waters and economic in-
terests.

The Nigerian navy is also em-
bracing artificial intelligence 
(AI) and emerging technologies 
to enhance its operational ac-

tivities. The navy is undergoing 
a transformative journey by in-
tegrating AI into its operational 
framework. This strategic initia-
tive aims to elevate the navy’s 
capabilities and bolster its com-
petitive edge on the seas.

By adopting these technologi-
cal advancements, the navy is 
poised to adapt to the evolv-
ing challenges of the seas and 
maintain its commitment to se-
curity and stability in the region.

Ekene Lionel

Nigerian navy begins USV operations
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Rheinmetall, a Ger-
man defence and 
automotive compa-
ny, announced that it 

has received a large order from 
an international partner to sup-
ply components for the Fuchs 
2 (Fox) wheeled armoured ve-
hicle. The order, worth a figure 
in the three-digit million-euro 
range, includes kits for produc-
tion and conversion as well as 
spare part packages. The deliv-
ery of the kits will start in 2024 
and will be completed in 2028.

Rheinmetall did not disclose 
the identity of the customer, but 
it is widely speculated that it is 
Algeria, the only country known 
to produce the Fuchs 2 under 
licence. Algeria and Germany 
signed a USD2.7 billion deal 
in 2014 to build the Fuchs 2 
armoured vehicles in Algeria, 
as part of a strategic partner-
ship between the two countries, 
with the first vehicle displayed 
in May 2015 when the Algerian 
Chief of Staff Lieutenant Gen-
eral Ahmed Gaïd Salah paid a 
courtesy Visit to the  Republi-
can Guard’s Special Interven-

tion Regiment.

Algeria has already built around 
980 Fuchs 2 vehicles, which 
are used by the Algerian Re-
publican Guard and the Special 
Intervention Regiment. Algeria 
also operates around 1,200 
Fuchs 2 vehicles in total.

Similarly, in 2018, Rheinmetall 
received an order from an inter-
national customer to provide the 
parts needed to manufacture 
the Fuchs 2 (Fox) Armoured 
Personnel Carrier, in an order 
worth over hundreds millions 
of Euros is to be delivered from 
2019 to 2020. It turned out to be 
Algeria.

The Fuchs 2 is an advanced 
version of the Fuchs 1, which 
has been in service with the 
German Bundeswehr since 
1979. The Fuchs 2 has a larg-
er interior, a more powerful en-
gine, an updated chassis, im-
proved modern protection, and 
a digital electrical system. The 
Fuchs 2 can be used for vari-
ous roles, such as armoured 
personnel carrier, mobile com-

mand post, field ambulance, 
or NBC reconnaissance. The 
Fuchs 2 is a versatile 6×6 
wheeled armoured vehicle that 
has been deployed by several 
countries in various missions, 
including Afghanistan.

According to Rheinmetall, the 
production facility in the partner 
country has seen an increase 
in added value in recent years 
as well as investments to en-
sure high-quality machining, 
welding and surface treatment. 
The company said that this 
long-standing strategic partner-
ship is entering a new, prom-
ising phase, which could also 
include the potential export of 
Fuchs 2 vehicles produced in 
the partner country.

The order from the partner 
country is a testament to the 
success story of the Fuchs 2, 
which has been built in a total 
of 1,800 units to date. Rhein-
metall said that the order will 
also strengthen its position as a 
leading supplier of military vehi-
cles and systems.

Algeria is likely the customer of 
Rheinmetall Fuchs-2 components order

Nurol Makina, a Turk-
ish defence indus-
try company that 
produces armoured 

land vehicles, has signed a 
contract with Asisguard, a Turk-
ish company that provides elec-
tro-optical and border security 
systems, to export 13 YÖRÜK 
4X4 Light Tactical Armoured 
Vehicles to Nigeria as part of a 
larger border security project.

The contract was signed at 
Nurol Makina facilities by Asis-
guard General Manager Barış 
Düzgün and Nurol Makina 
General Manager Engin Aykol. 
Düzgün said that the contract 
was the result of 2.5 years of 
ongoing work in Nigeria, where 
they have been awarded a 
$36.5 million project to provide 
an integrated border security 
solution for the country.

The project, which involves the 
overseas sales of products from 
HAVELSAN, STM, and approx-
imately 10 Turkish companies, 
including Gürbağ Savunma 
and MILMAST, aims to secure 
a highway with security issues 
between Abuja and Kaduna, 

the capital of Nigeria, using lo-
cally and nationally produced 
state-of-the-art technology sys-
tems and products.

Düzgün said that within the proj-
ect’s scope, they will provide re-
connaissance and surveillance 
systems, rapid response and 
neutralization systems, com-
mand and control systems, as 
well as communication and en-
ergy infrastructure systems. He 
added that they decided to col-
laborate with Nurol Makina, the 
armoured vehicle manufacturer 
that has proven itself in Turkey 
and globally under the most 
challenging combat conditions.

STM, a Turkish defence com-
pany, has recently exported 
its TOGAN unmanned aerial 
vehicle (UAV) to Nigeria. The 
TOGAN is a small, rotary-wing 
UAV that is designed for tacti-
cal-level reconnaissance, sur-
veillance, and intelligence mis-
sions.

Also, Havelsan, a Turkish de-
fence and informatics company, 
announced that it has exported 
its Sub-Cloud Unmanned Ae-

rial Vehicle (UAV) BAHA to an 
undisclosed African country. 
BAHA is a small, fixed-wing 
UAV that is designed for tacti-
cal-level reconnaissance, sur-
veillance, and intelligence mis-
sions. 

According to the contract, 13 
YÖRÜK 4X4 vehicles will be 
exported as part of the Nigerian 
Road Safety Project. This will in-
crease the number of countries 
where YÖRÜK 4X4 is used to 
5. Aykol expressed their goal to 
complete the vehicle deliveries 
during the year. Chad recently 
acquired the type.

Moreover, the project will fea-
ture ASISGUARD’s highly ad-
vanced Songar drones, which 
are equipped with advanced 
artificial intelligence (AI) capa-
bilities and can be integrated 
with automatic machine guns 
and grenade launchers. Some 
Songar drones are already be-
ing used by the Nigerian Police 
and Army. In October 2022, the 
Turkish company supplied at 
least 10 Songar armed drones 
to Nigerian counter-terror forc-
es.

Nurol Makina to 
export 13 armoured 
vehicles to Nigeria 
for border security 
project

Darek Liam

Ekene Lionel
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China is looking to 
expand its military 
and economic influ-
ence in Nigeria, Af-

rica’s most populous and larg-
est economy, by establishing its 
military industry in the country. 
This was revealed by the Am-
bassador of China to Nigeria, 
Cui Jian Chun, during his visit 
to the Minister of Defence, Mu-
hammad Badaru Abubakar, in 
Abuja last November.

According to Chun, China 
wants to support local produc-
tion of military equipment in Ni-
geria, which has abundant nat-
ural and human resources that 
can benefit Chinese corpora-
tions based in Nigeria. He said 
China has an interest in forging 
collaboration with Nigeria in the 
area of military operations, eco-
nomic cooperation, and inter-
national cooperation.

“Nigeria is a large country just 
like China and we are willing 
to build our military industries 
in Nigeria to support local pro-
duction of military equipment,” 

Chun said, according to a state-
ment by Ministry of Defence 
spokesperson, Henshaw Ogu-
bike.

Chun also said the Chinese in-
dustries will not only boost the 
fight against insurgency and 
other related crimes in Nigeria, 
but also the Federal Govern-
ment’s drive on employment 
generation. He added that Chi-
na and Nigeria have invest-
ments in security, education, 
and economy, and that Nigeria 
has great potential to develop a 
new economy.

The Minister of Defence, Abu-
bakar, welcomed China’s inter-
est in Nigeria’s defence sector 
and said the Federal Govern-
ment would collaborate with the 
Chinese government in tech-
nology transfer, intelligence 
sharing, and military training in 
its quest to tackle insecurity in 
the country.

He said there has been a lot 
of working relationship with 
the Chinese companies on the 

transfer of technology and talk 
on military equipment produc-
tion.

The move by China to establish 
its military industry in Nigeria 
comes amid growing concerns 
about China’s expanding naval 
presence in the Gulf of Guinea, 
a strategic waterway that hosts 
vital shipping lanes and oil re-
serves. According to a report 
by SBM Intelligence, China has 
been involved in counter-piracy 
operations in the Gulf of Guin-
ea and has conducted security 
exchanges with countries in the 
region.

China’s push into Nigeria’s de-
fence sector also aligns with 
its broader ambitions to secure 
energy interests and expand its 
influence in Africa. China has 
invested heavily in Nigeria’s oil 
and gas industry and aims to in-
crease daily oil production. Chi-
na is also Nigeria’s largest trad-
ing partner, with bilateral trade 
reaching $19.27 billion in 2019.

China seeks to establish presence in 
Nigeria’s defence sector

INDUSTRY & BUSINESS

Nigeria is seeking to 
boost its defence 
industry by collab-
orating with a lead-

ing US military firm, NEANY, to 
establish advanced weapons 
production lines at the Defence 
Industry Corporation of Nigeria 
(DICON).

The Ministry of Defence in Ni-
geria announced this plan after 
a two-day visit to NEANY’s facil-
ities by Dr Bello Matawalle, the 
Minister of State for Defence, 
who explored various areas of 
partnership with the company.

According to a statement is-
sued by Mr Henshaw Ogubike, 
the Director of Press and Pub-
lic Relations at the ministry, the 
primary objective of this collab-
oration is to create assembly 
lines dedicated to manufactur-
ing cutting-edge military equip-
ment, such as drones, radars, 

and biometric systems, that can 
significantly contribute to Nige-
ria’s fight against insecurity.

The initiative also aims to intro-
duce innovative technologies 
that can augment the efficien-
cy of the Nigerian military in 
tackling contemporary security 
threats, such as terrorism, in-
surgency, banditry, and kidnap-
ping.

NEANY, a renowned US mili-
tary equipment manufacturing 
company, and DICON, a Nige-
rian government firm special-
ising in the production of mili-
tary equipment and hardware, 
are the key players involved in 
these discussions.

Dr Matawalle said that the col-
laborative discussions were 
centered on potential collab-
oration between NEANY and 
DICON to establish assembly 

lines for the production of ad-
vanced military equipment to 
help in the fight against insecu-
rity in Nigeria.

“This tour marks a pivotal step 
in fostering collaboration and 
integrating cutting-edge military 
technologies to strengthen Ni-
geria’s defence capabilities,” he 
said.

The minister further affirmed 
Nigeria’s dedication to Pres-
ident Bola Tinubu’s vision of 
modernising the armed forces 
to adeptly address evolving se-
curity threats.

The facilities visited by the min-
ister during the trip included 
NEANY’s Rapid Deployment 
Mobile RADAR system, Un-
manned Water Vehicle, Drone 
Ground Control Station, and 
Compact Biometric Search-
scan System, among others.

Nigeria sets sight on advanced weapons 
manufacturing with US firm

Darek Liam
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IMCO Group has received 
in Q3 an additional 28.5 
million NIS (more than 7 

million $) order from the Israel 
Ministry of Defense Directorate 
of Production and Procurement 
(DOPP), for additional electri-
cal and electro-optic sub-sys-
tems for the IDF’s newest Eitan 
(8X8) Armored fighting vehicles 
(AFVs).

Eitan is a new multi-purpose 
8×8 wheeled armored person-
nel carrier (APC) developed 
by Israel’s Defense Ministry’s 
Merkava and Armored Vehicles 
Directorate. It is an advanced, 
protected combat vehicle with 
high mobility and firepower ca-
pabilities. Combat proven, the 
Eitan APV is deployed by the 
IDF in the current war.
IMCO Group’s subsidiaries, 
IMCO Projects, Nir-Or, ADTI, 
and EMT, will produce the plat-
form electrical & electro optics 
sub-systems.

The sub-systems include IMCO 
Projects’ electric power and 
control units, operational con-
trol panels, platform intercon-

nection cabling, platform main 
computing cradle unit, and il-
lumination solutions. It also in-
cludes Nir-Or’s various comput-
er units and Video Management 
System, which provides a full 
video management suite for the 
vehicle, including a display with 
an intuitive control interface. In-
tegrating real-time AI analytics, 
Nir-Or’s solution presents all 
the needed information for the 
commander, driver, and gun-
ner, allowing them to manage 
the mission smartly and effec-
tively while sharing a joint situa-
tional awareness picture.

Altogether, IMCO’s sub-sys-
tems ensure optimal perfor-
mance and survivability of the 
APV, and enhanced situational 
awareness for the operating 
crew.
“IMCO Group is honored to be 
a trusted supplier of Israel’s De-
fense Ministry’s Merkava and 
Armored Vehicles Directorate, 
and to have an exclusive con-
tribution to the production of the 
Eitan APV.

This additional order under-

scores the trust that the Israeli 
MOD has in our capabilities,” 
said IMCO Group CEO, Mr. 
Ariel Kandel. He added: “Our 
advanced electrical and elec-
tro-optic sub-systems play a 
crucial role in ensuring the 
optimal performance and sur-
vivability of the IDF’s newest 
armored fighting vehicle. We 
remain committed to contrib-
uting to the nation’s defense 
capabilities, these days during 
the war as well as in the latest 
decades.”

This new business is coming 
few weeks after IMCO Group 
was selected again by the Is-
raeli Ministry of Defense to pro-
vide dozens of platform electri-
cal sub-systems for the “Namer 
1500” Armored Personnel Car-
rier (APC) of the Israel Defense 
Forces (IDF).

IMCO Group’s solutions are al-
ready installed and operational 
on various IDF armored vehi-
cles, such as the Namer and 
Eitan (8X8) Armored fighting 
vehicles (AFVs) and the Merka-
va tank.

IMCO Group will provide additional electrical 
and electro-optic sub-systems for the IDF’s 

Eitan AFV
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Senegal has recently 
acquired several units 
of the Black Eagle 

50H, a hybrid vertical takeoff 
and landing unmanned aircraft 
system (VTOL UAS) from Is-
rael’s Steadicopter, as part of 
its efforts to strengthen its un-
manned capabilities and en-
hance its security and defence.

The Black Eagle 50H is the 
world’s first hybrid-powered 
unmanned helicopter, which 

can perform 
a variety of 
missions in 
the domains 
of law en-
f o r c e m e n t , 
m a r i t i m e , 
civilian and 
covert oper-
ations. The 
system has 
a maximum 

takeoff weight of 50 kg and can 
carry multiple large or small 
payloads, such as cameras, 
sensors, radars, and weapons. 
The system can fly for up to 
five hours, which is much lon-
ger than other VTOL platforms 
in its class, and can operate in 
day or night conditions.
The hybrid engine and propul-
sion system of the Black Eagle 
50H combines the advantag-
es of both electric and gaso-
line power sources, making it 
cost-effective, simple, easy, 

eco-friendly, and safe. The 
system can switch between 
generator and battery power 
modes, depending on the mis-
sion requirements and the level 
of stealth needed. The system 
also has excellent reliability 
and adaptability to high-altitude 
flights, thanks to the electric 
propulsion segment which is 
less affected by the ambient air 
pressure.

“The Black Eagle 50H is a true 
multi-domain, multi-mission 
and multi-sensor system, cou-
pled with all the benefits of a 
covert, easy-to-maintain, high-
ly-versatile electric-powered 
system,” says Noam Lidor, VP 
Sales, Marketing & Business 
Development at Steadicopter. 
“Its ability to carry advanced 
payloads and its capability for 
extended time in the air ensure 
both mission success and flex-
ibility.”

en its military capabilities and 
security, especially after the 
withdrawal of French troops 
from its territory and the end of 
Operation Barkhane, a count-
er-terrorism mission led by 
France in the Sahel region. 
Mali has also been cooperating 
with Russia, which delivered a 
number of Su-25 Frogfoot, and 
L-39C Albatross fighter jets, Mi-
17 helicopters, and two Mi-35M 
attack helicopters to the coun-
try in August 2023.

Mali is not the only African 
country that has purchased 
TB2s from Turkey. The drones 
have also been sold to Libya, 
Nigér, Nigeria, Ethiopia, Togo 
and Burkina Faso, Djibouti, and 

Morocco, making Turkey a ma-
jor supplier of UAVs in the con-
tinent. The TB2s have demon-
strated their performance and 
reliability in various conflict 
zones, such as Syria, Libya, 
and Nagorno-Karabakh, where 
they have changed the course 
of the battles and given Turkey 
a strategic edge.

Mali has indeed been facing 
a protracted struggle against 
Islamic insurgency, with the 
situation posing significant 
challenges for the country and 
its people. The threat of in-
surgency has had a profound 
impact on the stability and se-
curity of the region, leading to 
widespread displacement of 

populations and hindering so-
cio-economic development. 
The government’s efforts to 
counter this threat have proven 
to be a complex and ongoing 
process, requiring a multifacet-
ed approach that encompasses 
not only military action but also 
socio-political and economic re-
forms.

The TB2s are expected to play 
an important role in improving 
Mali’s aerial surveillance of its 
borders and ensuring compre-
hensive territorial coverage. 
The drones will also help Mali 
in its fight against terrorism and 
instability, which threaten its 
sovereignty and development.

Senegal acquires Israeli Steadicopter Black Eagle 
50H hybrid VTOL UAS

UNMANNED SYSTEMS

The TB2s are expect-
ed to play an import-
ant role in improving 
Mali's aerial surveil-

lance of its borders and ensur-
ing comprehensive territorial 
coverage.

Mali, one of the African coun-
tries that use Bayraktar TB2 
armed unmanned aerial vehi-
cles (UAVs), has received six 
more drones from Turkey, ex-
panding its fleet and enhancing 
its aerial capabilities.

The new delivery, which arrived 
on 4 January 2024, followed a 
previous shipment of TB2s in 
January and March 2023. The 
FAMa released a photograph 
showing one had the serial TZ-
17D. The FAMa previously dis-
played TB2s with serials run-
ning from TZ-01D to TZ-06D. 
With the latest addition, Mali 
now has at least 17 TB2s in its 
inventory, making it one of the 
largest operators of the Turk-
ish-made drones in Africa.

The TB2s are manufactured by 
Baykar, a leading Turkish com-
pany in the defense industry. 
The drones have a wingspan of 
12 meters, a maximum takeoff 
weight of 650 kilograms, and 
a payload capacity of 150 ki-
lograms. They can fly up to 24 
hours at an altitude of 27,000 
feet, and can carry various 
types of munitions, such as 
MAM-L laser-guided bombs 
and Roketsan Cirit laser-guided 
rockets.

The TB2s delivered to Mali 
are equipped with ASELSAN’s 
CATS electro-optical system, 
which provides high-resolution 
imagery and target acquisition 
in day and night conditions. 
The CATS system is a replace-
ment for the L3 Wescam MX-15 
camera, which Canada banned 
from exporting to Turkey due to 
political tensions.

The TB2s have been used 
by the Malian Armed Forc-
es (FAMa) for conducting air-

strikes against terrorist groups, 
such as al-Qaeda and Islamic 
State affiliates, that have been 
plaguing the country for years. 
The drones have also been de-
ployed for reconnaissance and 
surveillance missions, provid-
ing valuable intelligence and 
situational awareness for the 
Malian troops on the ground.

The FAMa have expressed 
their satisfaction and pride with 
the TB2s, which they consider 
as sophisticated and effective 
systems. Chief of Staff of the Air 
Force Brigadier General Alou 
Boï Diarra praised the drones 
in his speech during the recep-
tion ceremony, saying that they 
have proven their worth in com-
bat operations. He also remind-
ed the audience that the drones 
are not a substitute for the hard 
work and sacrifice of the Malian 
soldiers, who still need support 
and equipment.

The acquisition of the TB2s is 
part of Mali’s efforts to strength-

Mali boosts its drone fleet with new 
Bayraktar TB2s from Turkey

UNMANNED SYSTEMS
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The European Union 
training mission 
(EUTM) Mali is a 
military operation 

that aims to support the Malian 
armed forces in restoring sta-
bility and security in the coun-
try. The mission involves train-
ing, advising, and mentoring 
the Malian forces, as well as 
providing logistical and medical 
support.

However, the mission also 
faces various challenges and 
threats, especially from the air. 
Drones, or unmanned aircraft 
systems (UAS), have become 
a common tool for malicious 
actors who seek to disrupt, spy 
on, or attack the EU personnel 
and facilities. Drones can carry 

explosives, cameras, or other 
payloads that can pose a seri-
ous risk to the mission’s objec-
tives and safety.

To counter this threat, the 
EUTM Mali has deployed a 
cutting-edge anti-drone tech-
nology called DroneDefender, 

developed by Battelle, a US-
based research and develop-
ment organization. DroneD-
efender is a device that can 
disrupt the control and nav-
igation of unwanted drones, 
rendering them harmless and 
preventing them from reaching 
their targets.

How DroneDefender protects EU HQ in 
Mali from aerial threats

DroneDefender uses directed-energy technology, which means it 
emits a focused beam of electromagnetic energy that interferes 
with the drone’s signals. It can disrupt both the remote control and 
the GPS signals of the drone, causing it to lose control and either 
land or return to its origin. DroneDefender does not damage or 
destroy the drone, but rather neutralizes it, minimizing the collat-
eral damage and the risk of detonation.

DroneDefender is a lightweight, portable, and easy-to-use device 
that can be operated by a single person. It has a range of up to 
400 meters and can operate for two hours on a single battery 
charge. It has multiple antennas that can target different types of 
drones, such as quadcopters and hexacopters. It also has a safe-
ty switch that prevents accidental activation.

The EUTM Mali’s force protection unit, which is responsible for the 
security of the mission’s headquarters and personnel, has been 
trained to use DroneDefender effectively. The unit regularly con-
ducts drills and exercises to simulate drone attacks and test their 
respoalso coordinates with other security agencies and stake-
holders to share information and best practices on anti-drone 
measures.

DroneDefender is a vital tool for the EUTM Mali’s mission, as it 
provides a reliable and proven solution to counter the growing 
threat of drones. By using DroneDefender, the EUTM Mali can 
protect its headquarters and personnel from aerial attacks, en-
sure the continuity of its operations, and enhance its credibility 
and reputation. DroneDefender is a demonstration of the EU’s 
commitment and innovation in supporting peace and security in 
Mali and the region.

The increasing accessibility of drones has raised concerns re-
garding their potential misuse for illicit activities, including espio-
nage, smuggling, and terrorism. As technology advances, drones 
are becoming more affordable and easier to operate, giving rise to 
a new set of security challenges.

Despite the growing threat posed by drones in Africa, many African 
militaries are falling short in fielding adequate counter-unmanned 
aerial vehicle (UAV) solutions, leaving security forces vulnerable 
to emerging threats.

Kazim Abdul
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The United States is 
pursuing a new strat-
egy to counter the 
dual threats of China 

and Islamist militants in West 
Africa by setting up drone bas-
es along the coast, according to 
U.S. and African officials.

The U.S. is in talks with Ghana, 
Ivory Coast and Benin to allow 
American unarmed surveillance 
drones to use their airfields, 
The Wall Street Journal report-
ed on Jan. 3. These countries, 
along with Togo, are relative-
ly stable and prosperous, but 
face the risk of spillover from 
the Islamist insurgency that has 
plagued Mali, Burkina Faso and 
Niger in the Sahel region.

In the wake of a recent coup 
in Niger, the United States and 
France last October announced 
that they are actively exploring 

alternative countries to host 
their drone bases for count-
er-terrorism and surveillance 
missions. The coup in the West 
African nation has led to a sig-
nificant reevaluation of their 
military presence in the region.

As France is being militarily dis-
lodged by its former colonies 
in the region, the US has been 
trying to fill the void to prevent 
Russia and China from estab-
lishing further military presence.

General James Hecker, com-
mander of U.S. Air Forces in 
Europe and Africa, stated, 
“There are several locations I’ll 
say that we’re looking at, but 
nothing’s firmed up. We have 
talked to some countries about 
it.” While the U.S. is actively 
considering new host nations, 
they are also closely monitor-
ing ongoing diplomatic efforts 

to address the situation, as a 
peaceful resolution is a pre-
ferred outcome.

The U.S. already operates mil-
itary drones from a base in Ni-
ger, near the city of Agadez, 
which is considered its most 
strategic asset in sub-Saha-
ran Africa. However, the land-
locked location limits the range 
and reach of the drones, which 
are mainly used for intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnais-
sance missions.

By establishing drone bases 
closer to the Atlantic Ocean, 
the U.S. hopes to enhance its 
ability to monitor and respond 
to the activities of al Qaeda and 
Islamic State affiliates, which 
have expanded their attacks 
and influence in the Sahel in re-
cent years. The U.S. also wants 
to deter and disrupt the plans of 

US Plans Drone Bases in West Africa to 
Counter China and Islamist Militants

China, which is seeking to establish its first permanent naval 
base on the Atlantic coast, in Equatorial Guinea.

China’s military ambitions in West Africa pose a direct chal-
lenge to U.S. national security and interests, as its naval war-
ships would be able to operate opposite the East Coast of the 
U.S., according to U.S. intelligence reports. China has been 
expanding its economic and military presence in Africa, of-
fering loans, infrastructure projects and arms sales to vari-
ous countries.

In a hearing of the U.S. House Armed Services Committee, 
earlier in March, former Commander of the African Com-
mand, U.S. Army Gen. Stephen J. Townsend stated the US 
and planned actions to prevent the formation of the Chinese 
Naval Base in Equatorial Guinea.

The U.S. has been trying to counter China’s influence by 
strengthening its partnerships and cooperation with African 
countries, especially those that are democratic and respect 
human rights. The U.S. has also been providing security as-
sistance and training to African forces fighting against Isla-
mist militants.

However, the U.S. faces some challenges and constraints in 
its efforts to establish drone bases in West Africa. Some Af-
rican countries are wary of hosting foreign military bases, 
fearing public backlash or sovereignty issues. In 2008, Gha-
na rejected a proposal to host a U.S. military base, after pro-
tests erupted in its capital, Accra.

The U.S. plans to use only unarmed drones for surveillance 

MQ-9 Reapers at 
Kandahar Airfield in 

Afghanistan 
(USAF file photo)

The U.S. has been 
trying to counter China’s 

influence by 
strengthening its 
partnerships and 

cooperation with African 
countries,

Ekene Lionel
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purposes in West Africa, and 
not for lethal strikes, according 
to U.S. officials. The U.S. also 
intends to share the intelligence 
gathered by the drones with its 
African partners, to help them 
improve their own security and 
stability.

The U.S. hopes that by setting 
up drone bases in West Africa, 
it can achieve a dual purpose: 
to counter the threats of China 
and Islamist militants, and to 
support the development and 
democracy of its African allies.

The use of drones by the U.S. 
forces will likely enhance their 
ability to monitor the militant 
activities along the West Afri-
can coast, and provide timely 
assistance to the local troops 
engaged in combat situations. 
This strategic move is aimed 
at improving the counterterror-
ism operations in the region, as 
France’s role as a military part-
ner is declining, evidenced by 
the withdrawal of its troops from 
Niger, Burkina Faso and Mali. 
The U.S. drone deployment 
also raises concerns about the 
stability of Niger after the coup 
in July 2023, and its reliability 
as a strong U.S. ally, given the 
existence of the U.S. Agadez 
drone base.

The U.S. response to the Niger 
coup was swift and decisive. 
It cut off aid to Niger’s military 
and reduced its troop pres-
ence to about 650 soldiers. The 
U.S. Africa Command said that 
the drones from Agadez were 
mainly focused on protecting 
the remaining U.S. forces.

Nigérien Air Base 201,” was 
constructed at a considerable 
cost of $110 million, featuring 
a 6,200-foot runway tailored 

to accommodate MQ-9 Reap-
ers, MQ-1C Gray Eagle, and 
manned aircraft. Since its inau-
guration in November 2019, the 
base has played a pivotal role in 
the U.S. military’s surveillance 
and intelligence operations in 
the region.

The coup in Niger in July dis-
rupted the cooperation between 
the U.S. and its European part-
ners and the country, which had 
been one of the largest bene-
ficiaries of security and devel-
opment assistance in Africa for 
the past ten years.

The Biden administration is 
now facing new and difficult 
challenges in its fight against 
the Islamist militants in Africa. 
One of the most important ones 
is how to resume operations at 
the U.S. Air Base 201, the most 
valuable military asset in a re-
gion that is becoming a global 
hotspot of terrorist activity.

The U.S. law requires the sus-
pension of security and devel-
opment aid to any country that 
experiences a coup, and the re-
sumption of such aid only after 
democracy is restored. There-
fore, while the U.S. officials 
have expressed their desire to 
re-establish security coopera-
tion with Niger’s government, 
they will have to navigate a 
complex diplomatic situation, 
as the former Nigerien presi-
dent, Mohamed Bazoum, is still 
under house arrest.

The United States had previ-
ously warned the Niger junta 
in August, stating that it might 
consider military intervention if 
the country’s military rulers did 
not return to constitutional or-
der. This warning prompted a 
response from Russia, caution-

ing against military intervention 
by the Economic Community of 
West African States (ECOW-
AS), emphasizing that it could 
lead to a protracted confronta-
tion and further destabilize the 
Sahel region.

For France, the coup has forced 
them to find a new mission for 
their MQ-9 Reapers from the 
33rd Surveillance, Reconnais-
sance, and Attack Wing of the 
French Air Force. These drones 
had played a crucial role in Op-
eration Barkhane, which offi-
cially ended following the coup.

France is also considering the 
Middle East as a potential loca-
tion for their future drone mis-
sions, building on their existing 
deployment of drones at the 
planned H5 Air Base in Jordan. 
These changes signal a shift in 
the dynamics of counter-terror-
ism and surveillance missions 
in the region, as the U.S. and 
France adapt to new geopoliti-
cal realities following the coup 
in Niger.

Another challenge for the U.S. 
is the growing influence of Rus-
sia in the region, which is eager 
to take advantage of any rifts 
between Niger and the West-
ern nations to expand its re-
gional clout. Russia, which has 
recently signed a new defense 
pact with Niger, is already the 
preferred security partner of 
two neighboring countries that 
are battling Islamist insurgen-
cies, Mali and Burkina Faso. 
The three countries, which are 
all under military rule, have 
pledged to enhance their co-
operation under a new security 
alliance.

SECURITY
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The Indian Navy has success-
fully rescued a ship hijacked by 
Somali pirates in the North Ara-
bian Sea, in a daring operation 
that showcased its naval prow-
ess and regional influence.

The ship, MV Lila Norfolk, was 
carrying 21 crew members, 15 
of whom were Indian nationals, 
when it was seized by five to six 
armed pirates east of the So-
mali port town of Eyl. The crew 
members managed to send a 
distress signal to a UK marine 
agency, which alerted the Indi-
an Navy.

The Indian Navy dispatched 
an patrol aircraft to establish 
contact with the hijacked ship, 
followed by the Kolkata-class 
guided-missile destroyer INS 
Chennai, which reached the 
vicinity of the ship on Friday 
morning. The navy issued a 
warning to the pirates to surren-
der, but received no response.

The navy then launched a team 
of marine commandos, who 

boarded the ship and secured 
the citadel, the vessel’s fortified 
area where the crew members 
had taken refuge. The com-
mandos evacuated all the crew 
members safely and searched 
the ship for the pirates, but 
found none. It is unclear wheth-
er the pirates had fled or were 
hiding elsewhere on the ship.

The navy statement said that 
the ship and the crew were now 
under its protection and would 
be escorted to a safe port. The 
statement also praised the 
bravery and professionalism of 
the commandos and the crew 
members, who had endured a 
harrowing ordeal.

The rescue operation was 
hailed as a major achievement 
for the Indian Navy, which has 
been actively involved in an-
ti-piracy operations in the re-
gion since 2008. The navy has 
also been expanding its pres-
ence and cooperation with Afri-
can countries, as part of India’s 
strategic and economic inter-

ests.

The navy has deployed one of 
its most advanced warships, 
Sumedha, in Madagascar, as 
part of its ongoing outreach pro-
gramme in Africa. The navy has 
also strengthened its military 
ties with Mozambique, Namib-
ia, and Mauritius, among other 
nations, in recent months.

The hijacking of MV Lila Nor-
folk was the latest in a series 
of attacks on vessels off Soma-
lia’s coast, which have raised 
concerns that piracy could 
be making a comeback in the 
area. The attacks are believed 
to be linked to the relocation 
of navy ships from the US and 
other countries from the Indian 
Ocean to the Red Sea, to safe-
guard shipping from Houthi reb-
els based in Yemen.

The Indian Navy has vowed to 
continue its vigilance and as-
sistance in ensuring the safety 
and security of the maritime do-
main in the region.
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